
INNER WORKINGS
AN ANIMATED SHORT BY KERI BEHLES



STATEMENT

SENIOR STATEMENT

▸ A different take on a dystopian world that better reflects our current 
reality and tendencies towards escapism, “Inner Workings” 
introduces a world where those with advanced imaginations live 
their lives in one room under constant monitoring where the only 
refuge can be found in ones dreams. 

▸ This film is inspired by my own thoughts and fears of becoming 
complacent with the chaos of the world and of never being able to 
experience many of my dreams. It’s a direct interpretation of how I 
have used escapism to create my own worlds that I spend most of 
my conscious thoughts in until I’m always inevitably forced to wake 
up.



PRE-PRODUCTION

DEVELOPING A CHARACTER

▸ Kian is an original character 
that I based off of myself 

▸ I wanted to use a character 
based on myself because the 
film is about my relationship 
with reality 

▸ His design changed slightly 
when animating to be simpler 
in order to save time



PRE-PRODUCTION

SCRIPT

▸ While I did create a script for this 
film, my workflow allowed me to 
make changes the longer I spent 
on the project 

▸ Scripts typically don’t work very 
well for me with personal 
projects because I tend to make 
large changes or completely 
change scenes as I work on a 
project 
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PRE-PRODUCTION

ANIMATIC
‣My animatic shows many of the changes I made 

that did not follow the script, as well as showing 
the last part that I did not have time to animate



PRODUCTION

BACKGROUNDS

▸ I focussed a lot of time on 
backgrounds and making sure 
most of them were colored 
because I wanted the audience to 
be able to easily distinguish 
between the more natural 
mountainous scenes and the 
gloomy city to better show the 
different moods



PRODUCTION

ANIMATING

▸ I used ToonBoom Harmony to 
animate traditionally 

▸ In my workflow I actually created 
different project files for each 
scene to keep myself from getting 
overwhelmed and to maintain 
motivation with the project 

▸ In order to save time I also took 
stills and animated the camera in 
AfterEffects 



POST-PRODUCTION

SOUND

▸ Originally I planned on using 
sound by either asking another 
student to create music to the film, 
or by recording myself playing 
music since I have a 12 year 
background playing the clarinet 

▸ I also was going to add sound 
effects, but because of the virus I 
was not able to use the ones in the 
Cass Lab


